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19 When someone tells you to consult mediums and spiritists, who whisper and 

mutter, should not a people inquire of their God?  Why consult the dead on behalf of the 

living?  20 Consult God’s instruction and the testimony of warning.  If anyone does not 

speak according to this word, they have no light of dawn.  21 Distressed and hungry, they 

will roam through the land; when they are famished, they will become enraged and, 

looking upward, will curse their king and their God.  22 Then they will look toward the 

earth and see only distress and darkness and fearful gloom, and they will be thrust into 

utter darkness. 

9:1 Nevertheless, there will be no more gloom for those who were in distress.  In the past 

he humbled the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the future he will honor 

Galilee of the nations, by the Way of the Sea, beyond the Jordan— 

2 The people walking in darkness 

    have seen a great light; 

on those living in the land of deep darkness 

    a light has dawned. 

 

Have you noticed how dark it is outside?  I’m not talking about the amount of sunlight, 

I’m talking about the amount of evil and sin and bad stuff that’s out there.  What are you going 

to do when you are confronted with those things?  Isaiah points us to two places.  First, look to 

the Word of God and let it be a light for your path, and then look to Jesus who is unveiled in that 

Word as the Light who Shines in the Darkness. 

There’s a lovely little place just up the road here kitty-corner from the Rubbermaid plant 

called the Better Beer Store.  They have a great selection of beers from craft breweries all over 

Virginia and the US.  Now believe it or not, the Better Beer Store has nothing at all to do with 

our message this morning.  The reason I bring it up is because whenever I shop there I can’t help 

but notice the sign on the front of the business next door: Jess Psychic. 

I’m not sure how much business Jess gets at her little place here in Winchester.  There are 

definitely places in the world where people are far more superstitious than your average 

Winchester resident, but it still shouldn’t really surprise us that there are people out there like 

Jess making their living off of telling people their futures and answering their questions about 

life.  It shouldn’t surprise us because people have questions!  We’re curious creatures and we 

want to know the answers.  That’s true today and it’s something that’s been true for thousands of 

years.   

From our Old Testament lesson this morning we can see that at the time of Isaiah, psychic 

mediums and spiritists were very popular in the Northern Tribes of Israel.  So God sent His 

prophet Isaiah to warn the people that that was no place to go for answers.  Let’s listen again to 

those words that God spoke through Isaiah: When someone tells you to consult mediums and 
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spiritists, who whisper and mutter, should not a people rather inquire of their God?  Why 

consult the dead on behalf of the living?   

Things were starting to look pretty dark and bleak for the nation of Israel.  The Assyrians 

were moving in on their northern borders with a force they couldn’t possibly hope to withstand, 

so the Israelites definitely had questions.  But the problem was they were looking in the wrong 

place for the answers.  It’s a pretty pointed question that Isaiah puts to his people.  Shouldn’t 

you be inquiring of God? 

Isaiah goes on to describe the lives of people who turn away from God and His Word and 

look somewhere else for answers.  He says they have no light of dawn in them, in other words 

they have no actual answers to their problems.  Distressed and hungry, they will roam 

through the land; when they are famished, they will become enraged and, looking upward, 

will curse their king and their God.  22 Then they will look toward the earth and see only 

distress and darkness and fearful gloom, and they will be thrust into utter darkness. 

Not a very pretty picture, is it?  But what does it have to do with us?  Where do you turn 

when you things start to look dark or bleak for you?  Probably not to mediums and demons or to 

the souls of the departed, but where do you turn?  Too often, when I have a problem I try to take 

it on myself.  I try to figure out how I can beat it and I want to do it on my own.  So when I 

started reading through these verses earlier this week I had to ask myself, while I may not be 

turning to any of those wrong places that Isaiah is warning about here, am I turning to the right 

place? 

If other people in other religions or with no religion at all are smart enough to realize that 

they don’t have all the answers and are looking to their gods which are not real, or to their 

sources which have no true answers, then shouldn’t we who know the Lord, who know the God 

for whom nothing is impossible, be going to Him for counsel in everything?  Shouldn’t we be 

inquiring of God?  I’m not saying that we never take anything to God in prayer or never seek 

guidance in His Word, but if you’re anything like me then there are certainly still a lot of 

opportunities to do that which we pass up on or miss.   

And we need to consult our God not just for dealing with the darkness and evil of the 

world around us, but also for help in dealing with the darkness that is within us.  Only God can 

help us with the problem of our sin.  If we have problems or questions where should we go?  The 

same place Isaiah directs the Israelites to.  He says go to God’s Word.  You’ve got questions?  

He’s got answers right here in the light of His Word. 

There are so many big questions that we want to know the answers to.  We want to know 

why we have troubles and sickness, and why the people we love have to die.  We want to know 

what we’re doing here, how we got here, and what our purpose is.  We want to know what 

happens to us after we die.  We want to know where we stand with God and whether we can be 

saved.  We want to know what’s going to get us through the day. We want direction and 

guidance for our day to day life.  Believe it or not, God has all those answers, and better yet He 

has given them to us right here in His Word. 

I just got done rereading one of my favorite books, The Lord of the Rings, by J.R.R. 

Tolkien.  There’s a scene in the middle of the story where the main character Frodo and his 

companions get a little break from the darkness of the evil times they’re in when they come to an 

Elven forest called Lothlorien, as they’re getting ready to leave and continue on their hopeless 
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mission, the Lady Galadriel bestows each of them with a gift.  She hands Frodo a phial of light, 

and says: “To you Frodo Baggins I give the light of Earendil, our most beloved star.  May it be a 

light for you in dark places when all other lights go out.”  That light would become a source of 

comfort and strength for Frodo as he continued on his journey. 

The Lord of the Rings is a made-up story, but something very similar to what happened to 

Frodo in that story has happened to you.  God has come to you on your journey through this 

dark, sinful world and He says, “To you my child I give the light of my Word, the good news of 

my beloved Son, may it be a light for you in dark places where no other light can be found. 

What an incredible treasure we have in God’s Word, the one source of truth in a world 

filled with doubt and confusion.  The one source of light in a world of darkness.  And the reason 

that God’s Word is a source of light is because it points us to Jesus, the light of the world.  And 

so Isaiah too, points from the Word to the one promised in that word, the promised Messiah. 

Nevertheless, he says, there will be no more gloom for those who were in distress.  In 

the past God humbled the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the future he 

will honor Galilee of the nations.  The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; 

on those living in the land of deep darkness a light has dawned. 

Zebulun and Naphtali were the two northernmost tribes in Israel. Like the rest of the 

nation they had turned away from God and like the rest of the nation they would be carried off 

into captivity.  But that same territory of Northern Israel that was humbled by God would be the 

scene of a great honor.  A light would come to bring the people once again out of the darkness.  

We don’t have to guess what Isaiah was talking about here because we read about the fulfillment 

of this prophecy in our Gospel lesson this morning.  Isaiah was talking about the coming 

Messiah.  He was talking about Jesus. When Jesus set up His base camp for His ministry in 

Galilee, Matthew tells us that this prophecy was fulfilled. 

Of the three years of Jesus’ ministry here on earth most of it was spent right there in 

Galilee, calling people out of the darkness of their sins in the light of His kingdom.  And what 

He did for those people in Galilee, He has done for you and me as well.  He sent His prophets to 

us with His Word and out of the darkness of sin and despair He called us into His light.   

We’re curious people, and we have a lot of questions.  And for all of those deepest, most 

important questions God has given us the incredible gift of His Word.  And in that Word, He 

unveils His Son to be the light of the world, who shined His love on us by dying for our sins, and 

giving us the gift of life everlasting in His kingdom. 

So whatever questions we may have, shouldn’t we look to God?  We can join right 

together with David praying the words of Psalm 27, some of which we just sang: 7 Hear my 

voice when I call, LORD; be merciful to me and answer me.  8 My heart says of you, “Seek 

his face!”  Your face, LORD, I will seek.  9 Do not hide your face from me, do not turn your 

servant away in anger; you have been my helper.  Do not reject me or forsake me, God my 

Savior.  10 Though my father and mother forsake me, the LORD will receive me.  13 I remain 

confident of this: I will see the goodness of the LORD in the land of the living.  14 Wait for 

the LORD; be strong and take heart and wait for the LORD.  

May Jesus and His Word be your confidence and your comfort and a light of hope and 

peace and joy for you in the midst of all the darkness in this world.  Amen. 

 


